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MEISSEN® ONION PATTERN 
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ONION PATTERN –  
THE ORIGINAL

277 YEARS OF DINING CULTURE

o

Certain things are simply unique: for example, 
MEISSEN®’s onion pattern, the most successful blue 
décor in the history of porcelain. 

As early as the eighteenth century, the special-
ists at MEISSEN® sought a blue that would both 
accentuate the porcelain’s whiteness and harmo-
nize with it. Saxony’s Elector August the Strong 
offered a princely reward of 1,000 thalers to its 
discoverer. Lengthy experimentation led to the 
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discovery that substances which 
combine the elements of cobalt and 
oxygen are extremely resistant to 
heat. In 1739, this realization led 
to the birth of the world-famous 
onion-pattern décor on Meissen’s 
porcelain. An East Asian model 
inspired the motif of pomegranate, 
peach, bamboo, lotus blossoms and 
chrysanthemum. 
Then as now, the underglaze paint-
er manually applies the colours 
with fine brushstrokes to the fired 
and porous substrate. The colour 
quickly and deeply penetrates into 
the still absorbent material, where 
it initially appears as an inexpres-

sive and dull grey. Only after glaz-
ing and a second firing (known as 
Garbrennen in German) at a tem-
perature of 1,450° does it acquire 
its magically radiant, cobalt-blue 
hue. Thanks to this second firing, 
a sturdy overglaze protects the  
décor and makes it dishwasher-safe. 
The “Crossed Swords” have been 
a salient feature of the décor since 
1888. Positioned at the foot of the 
bamboo stalk, these swords guar-
antee that the “onion pattern” truly 
comes from MEISSEN®, Europe’s 
first porcelain manufactory.

THE FAMOUS MEISSEN® SWORDS AT THE BAMBOO STALK OF THE ONION PATTERN HAVE BEEN 
MARKING THE ORIGINAL PROVENANCE SINCE 1888.
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TABLE SERVICE “NEUER AUSSCHNITT” 
WITH ONION PATTERN DÉCOR 

DESSERT PLATE WITH  
ONION PATTERN DÉCOR
Ø 20 cm, 7 7/8“ · 800101-00472-1
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MASTERPIECE IN COBALT BLUE: LIDDED VASE “FISH” (ABOVE)
TEA CUP AND SAUCER WITH ONION PATTERN DÉCOR  (LEFT)
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TABLE SERVICE “NEUER AUSSCHNITT” 
WITH ONION PATTERN DÉCOR 

COFFEE CUP, COMPLETE,  
WITH ONION PATTERN DÉCOR
V 0.20 l, 7 oz · 800101-00582-1
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COLLECTION
ONION PATTERN
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SETS ONION PATTERN

COFFEE SET 
8-piece set: 2 coffee cups, 2 saucers,  

1 creamer, 1 sugar bowl, 2 dessert plates  
with Onion Pattern décor 

800101-C0002-1

COFFEE SERVING SET 
6-piece set: 2 coffee cups, 2 saucers,  

2 dessert plates with Onion Pattern décor 
800101-C0003-1

TEA SERVING SET 
6-piece set: 2 tea cups, 2 saucers, 

2 dessert plates with Onion Pattern décor 
800101-C0006-1

ESPRESSO CUP SET 
4-piece set: 2 espresso cups, 2 saucers  

with Onion Pattern décor 
800101-C0010-1

TEA CUP SET 
4-piece set: 2 tea cups, 2 saucers  

with Onion Pattern décor 
800101-C0007-1

DINNER SET 
6-piece set: 2 soup plates, 2 dinner plates,  
2 dessert plates with Onion Pattern décor

800101-C0008-1

DESSERT DISH SET
2-piece set: 2 dessert dishes  
with Onion Pattern décor

800101-C0009-1

COFFEE CUP SET 
4-piece set: 2 coffee cups, 2 saucers  

with Onion Pattern décor
800101-C0004-1

COFFEE MUG SET 
2-piece set: 2 coffee mugs  
with Onion Pattern décor

800101-C5504-1

KNIFE HOLDER SET 
2-piece set: 2 knife holders  
with Onion Pattern décor

800101-C0011-1

NAPKIN RING SET
2-piece set: 2 napkin rings  
with Onion Pattern décor

800101-C0012-1

EGG CUP SET 
2-piece set: 2 egg cups  

with Onion Pattern décor
800101-C0013-1

SHAKER SET 
2-piece set: 1 salt shaker and 1 pepper 

shaker with Onion Pattern décor
800101-C5304-1

CANDLEHOLDER SET 
2-piece set: 2 candleholders  
with Onion Pattern décor

800101-C5302-1

WRITING SET 
2-piece set: 1 pen tray and 1 letter opener 

with Onion Pattern décor
800101-C5305-1

CANDLEHOLDER SET 
2-piece set: 2 candleholders  
with Onion Pattern décor

800101-C5301-1
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COFFEE CUP, COMPLETE
V 0.20 l, 7 oz · 800101-00582-1

TEA CUP, COMPLETE
V 0.20 l, 7 oz · 800101-00633-1

DESSERT PLATE
Ø 20 cm, 7 7/8” · 800101-00472-1

STARTER PLATE
Ø 22 cm, 8 5/8” · 800101-00473-1

DINNER PLATE
Ø 28 cm, 11” · 800101-00479-1

PLATE
Ø 18 cm, 7 1/8” · 800101-00501-1

DINNER PLATE
Ø 25 cm, 9 7/8” · 800101-00475-1

TEAPOT 
V 1.0 l, 35 1/4 oz · 800101-00726-1

SUGAR BOWL
H 9 cm, 3 1/2” · 800101-00822-1

CREAMER
V 0.15 l, 5 1/4 oz · 800101-00763-1

SOUP PLATE
Ø 22 cm, 8 5/8” · 800101-00488-1

COFFEE AND TEA

ESPRESSO CUP, COMPLETE
V 0.10 l, 3 1/2 oz · 800101-00580-1

COFFEE MUG 
V 0.25 l, 8 3/4 oz · 800101-55810-1

PLATES

COLLECTION ONION PATTERN
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CANDY DISH
L 19 cm, 7 1/2“ · 800101-00264-1

KNIFE HOLDER
L 10 cm, 4” · 800101-00238-1

ACCESSORIES

EGG CUP
H 7 cm, 2 3/4” · 800101-00179-1

SALT SHAKER
H 7 cm, 2 3/4” · 800101-53M70-1

PEPPER SHAKER
H 6 cm, 2 3/8” · 800101-53M71-1

BOWL
Ø 21 cm, 8 1/4”
800101-00251-1

ROASTING DISH
L 35 cm, 13 3/4”
800101-00308-1

DESSERT DISH
Ø 14.5 cm, 5 3/4”
800101-00411-1

BOWLS AND DISHES

COLLECTION ONION PATTERN
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COLLECTION
ONION PATTERN STYLE
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TEA CUP SET 
4-piece set: 2 tea cups, 2 saucers  
with Onion Pattern Style décor

801001-C0007-1

COFFEE SERVING SET 
6-piece set: 2 coffee cups, 2 saucers, 2 dessert 

plates with Onion Pattern Style décor
801001-C0003-1

TEA SERVING SET
6-piece set: 2 tea cups, 2 saucers, 2 dessert 

plates with Onion Pattern Style décor
801001-C0006-1

ESPRESSO CUP SET 
4-piece set: 2 espresso cups, 2 saucers  

with Onion Pattern Style décor
801001-C0010-1

COFFEE CUP SET 
4-piece set: 2 coffee cups, 2 saucers  

with Onion Pattern Style décor
801001-C0004-1

EGG CUP SET 
2-piece set: 2 egg cups  

with Onion Pattern Style décor
801001-C0013-1

COFFEE SET 
8-piece set: 2 coffee cups, 2 saucers,  

1 creamer, 1 sugar bowl, 2 dessert plates  
with Onion Pattern Style décor 

801001-C0002-1

DISH SET 
2-piece set: 2 dishes (12 cm, 4 ¾”; 16 cm, 
6 1/4”) with Onion Pattern Style décor

801001-C5303-1

COFFEE MUG SET 
2-piece set: 2 coffee mugs  

with Onion Pattern Style décor
801001-C5504-1

SETS ONION PATTERN STYLE COLLECTION ONION PATTERN STYLE

CANDY DISH
L 19 cm, 7 1/2” · 801001-00264-1

EGG CUP
H 7 cm, 2 3/4” · 801001-00179-1

ESPRESSO CUP, COMPLETE
V 0.10 l, 3 1/2 oz · 801001-00580-1

COFFEE CUP, COMPLETE
V 0.20 l, 7 oz · 801001-00582-1

TEA CUP, COMPLETE
V 0.20 l, 7 oz · 801001-00633-1

DESSERT PLATE
Ø 20 cm, 7 7/8” · 801001-00472-1

PLATES

ACCESSORIES

COFFEE AND TEA

CREAMER
V 0.15 l, 5 1/4 oz · 801001-00763-1

SUGAR BOWL
H 9 cm, 3 1/2” · 801001-00822-1

COFFEE MUG 
V 0.25 l, 8 3/4 oz · 801001-55810-1



ACCESSORIES
ONION PATTERN
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ONION PATTERN STYLE

VASE
H 14 cm, 5 1/2” · 801001-50034-1

VASE
H 25 cm, 9 7/8” · 800101-50272-1

VASE
H 24 cm, 9 1/2” · 801001-50198-1

VASE
H 25.5 cm, 10” · 801001-50262-1

VASE
H 24 cm, 9 1/2” · 800101-50198-1

VASE
H 16 cm, 6 1/4” · 800101-50158-1

VASE
H 14 cm, 5 1/2” · 800101-50034-1

VASE
H 10.5 cm, 4 1/8” · 800101-50033-1

ACCESSORIES VASES

ONION PATTERN
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ACCESSORIES DISHES

ONION PATTERN

ONION PATTERN STYLE

VIDE POCHE 
16 x 13.5 cm, 6 1/4“ x 5 3/8“  

801001-53269-1

VIDE POCHE 
12.3 x 10 cm, 4 7/8“ x 4“  

801001-53268-1

VIDE POCHE 
16 x 13.5 cm, 6 1/4“ x 5 3/8“  

800101-53269-1

VIDE POCHE 
12.3 x 10 cm, 4 7/8“ x 4“  

800101-53268-1

ASHTRAY
L 21 cm, 8 1/4” · 801001-53N76-1

DISH
Ø 8 cm, 3 1/8” · 800101-53600-1

DISH
Ø 8 cm, 3 1/8” · 800101-53601-1

DISH
L 10 cm, 4” · 800101-53604-1

DISH
L 12 cm, 4 3/4“ · 800101-53605-1

DISH
L 16 cm, 6 1/4” · 800101-53606-1

DISH
L 18 cm, 7 1/8” · 800101-53607-1

DISH
L 12 cm, 4 3/4“ · 801001-53605-1

DISH
L 16 cm, 6 1/4“ · 801001-53606-1

DISH
L 18 cm, 7 1/8” · 801001-53607-1

VIDE POCHE 
21 x 18.5 cm, 8 1/4“ x 7 1/4“ 

 801001-53274-1

VIDE POCHE 
21 x 18.5 cm, 8 1/4“ x 7 1/4“ 

800101-53274-1

ACCESSORIES VIDE-POCHE AND ASHTRAYS

ONION PATTERN

ONION PATTERN STYLE
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ACCESSORIES CANDLEHOLDERS / SETS

CANDLEHOLDER
H 14 cm, 5 1/2” · 800101-53110-1

CANDLEHOLDER
H 7 cm, 2 3/4” · 800101-53100-1

CANDLEHOLDER
H 14 cm, 5 1/2” · 801001-53110-1

CANDLEHOLDER SET 
2-piece set: 2 candleholders in white,  

Onion Pattern décor
800101-C5301-1

CANDLEHOLDER SET 
2-piece set: 2 candleholders in white,  

Onion Pattern décor
800101-C5302-1

CANDLEHOLDER SET 
2-piece set: 2 candleholders in white,  

Onion Pattern Style décor
801001-C5302-1

ACCESSORIES WRITING DESK ACCESSORIES

PAPER KNIFE 
L 19.5 cm, 7 5/8” · 800101-53M61-1

PEN TRAY
L 24 cm, 9 1/2” · 800101-53260-1

WRITING SET 
2-piece set: 1 pen tray and 1 paper knife 

with Onion Pattern
800101-C5305-1

PICTURE FRAME
18 x 23 cm, 7 1/8” x 9” · 801001-53N74-1

TABLE LIGHT
E14/max. 40 W · 230 V/50 Hz 

Height 36 cm, 14 1/8”, Ø 25 cm, 9 7/8”
800101-50M64-1

TABLE LIGHT
E27/max. 40 W · 230 V/50 Hz

Height 60 cm, 23 5/8”, Ø 40 cm, 15 3/4”
800101-51M63-1

ONION PATTERN

ONION PATTERN STYLE

ONION PATTERN

ONION PATTERN STYLE



www.meissen.com

THE PRODUCT WORLD OF MEISSEN® 

MEISSEN® is Europe’s most tradition-rich house of fi ne art and hand-crafted luxury. 
Since it was established in 1710, the Manufactory stands for the exciting combination of unique craftsmanship 

and exceptional aesthetics. Discover the whole world of MEISSEN®!

JEWELLERY & WATCHES
rings, pendants, bracelets, bangles,

earrings, necklaces, engagement rings, cuffl inks, chains, 
watches, writing instruments

TABLEWARE & DECO
fi ne dining arrangements, gifts, accessories, vases,

lights & candlesticks, crystal, cushions & leather cushions,
paintings on leather

ARCHITECTURE & INTERIORS
chairs, paravents, silk rugs, mirrors,

wall consoles, chandeliers

COUTURE & ACCESSORIES
cocktail and evening dresses, couture clutches, leather bags,

leather accessories, silk squares, silk shawls, cashmere shawls,
cravats and pocket squares

ART WORKS & FIGURINES
exclusive collections, annual limited editions,

serial collectibles, unique historical pieces

©MEISSEN® 2015. All rights reserved.

Unless otherwise stated, all documents, images and information in this catalogue are the property of the Staatliche Porzellan-Manufaktur Meissen GmbH  
or relevant rights of use exist on behalf of MEISSEN®. 

Photo credits: Dirk Weyer (5), Fotodesign Gasparini (5), Klaus Tänzer (1), Maik Krause/Manufaktur Meissen (121), Peter Garten (1), Schoettger Photography (1). 

The use of texts and/or images, including excerpts, is only permitted with the prior written consent of the Staatliche Porzellan-Manufaktur Meissen GmbH; this  
naturally also applies to reproductions, disseminations, changes, etc. in information and telecommunication services of all kinds. The illustrated marks and designs  

are protected by law; any use and/or usage, in whatever form, is expressly prohibited without the prior written consent of the Staatliche Porzellan-Manufaktur Meissen GmbH. 

MEISSEN® is synonymous with the highest quality handcrafted art objects in porcelain. Every piece is unique in its shape and décor, and each is distinguished by the 
characteristic “handwriting” of its designer and painter; minor differences between the actual piece and its illustration in the catalogue underscore the individuality of 

each item’s fabrication. Furthermore, the dimensions of the artefacts are subject to minor variations caused by factors inherent to ceramic technology. 

MEISSEN®, MEISSEN PORCELAIN®, Böttgersteinzeug® and Crossed Swords® are registered trademarks of the Staatliche Porzellan-Manufaktur Meissen GmbH.

www.meissen.com – phone MEISSEN® Customer dialogue: +49 (0)3521/468 66 40
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